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Magyar Neéprajzi Lexikon. {The Encyclopedia of Hungarian Ethnography)
ITI. K-Né. 1980. IV. N-5zé&. 1981, V. Szé-7s. Akadémiai Kiadd, Budapest 1987.

A "Megyar Méprajzi Lexikon" the first iwo volumes of which we have
already reviewsd (Acta Ethnographica, 1979 (XVIIT) 417-419; 1981 (X0
427) was finished by the publication of Part ¥ in 1982. The compiler’'s
principles have not changed since the first three paris (they were mentioned
in our reviews earlier), thus we do not deem it necessary to pick any
eniries and analyse them, By wsy of a summary it must be stated that this
encyclopedia in five volumes (3570 pages) provides us with cosprehensive
and rather detsiled informstion of the culture of Hungarian people as well
as of the sctivity of Hunparian ethnographers up to the 1970s. The entriss
— whare necessary — are supplemented with abundant photographic material
{colour and black and white) 25 well as drawings, most of them published
for the first time, Collective entries (like workers' folklore, folk song,
fureral-song, etc.) lend the work =n encyclopsdistic character thus in-
creasing its usefulness and practicability.

On the whole the five volumes of "Magyar Néprajzi Lexikon" are s
remsrkable contribution to the improvement of our knowledge of Hungarian
folk culture, besides they also present a basis for Eurcpean ethnology
providing it with plenty of analogies to the comparastive analysis of the
cultures of any European peoples. We hope for the publication of this en-
cyclopedia in foreign languagss — necessarily in & shortemed wversion — thus
complying with the reguest of various reviewsrs.

TIBOR BOOROGI

VARGYAS, Lajos: Hungarian Ballads and the European Ballad Tradition
I.11. Feremikiadd, Budapest 1983, 304 + 960 pp.

This work of Lajes Vargyas, the outcome of 2 research of some decades,
was published in Hungarian years ago with the title "A magyar népballada és
Eurdpa" [, II. (Budapest 1975) and was reviewed in detsils in the present
periodical. The intention of the suthor wes to throw light on the main
problems of ballad as s literary form and the systematic representation of
the paris of Hungarian folklore that he regards as hallads by means of a
collection of examples and 2 list of variants.

The activity of Vargyas defines fundsmentally the present ctandarcd
and position of Hungarian resescch on ballads. His achievements ars well
known in international comparative research as well, and czused much contro-
versy especially in connection+with his book "Researches into .the Medieval
History of Folk Ballad" {Budapest 1967). The author maintains his former
opinion of all the issues. According to him ballad as a literary form can
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he traced back to the 14th century, and was created by the peasantry de-
yaloping @ bourgeois mentality at that time. As its subject-metier is
limited to the sphere of private life it iz meinly the poetic form of ex-
pressing love and marriape conflicts. In the creation of ballads both the
personzlity of the post and litsrature in gemeral can have at least an in-
direct role. In his opinion bsllad as a literary form originates from
France from where it was spread relatively fast by cosmon people to the
ather countries of the Contirment. To Hungary it was brought by Walloon
settlers, then a so-called second ballzd cemtre was formed becoming 2 NEW
starting-point in Esstecn Europe.

The outstanding merit of the activity of Vergyas 1s the exploration
of the international comparative literature on old Hungarian ballads and
the careful comparison of their motives by which he indirectly creates =2
comprehensive image of the complicated relationships within folklore. In
addition to a general analysis Vargyas desls with French and Danish Dallads
in detzil. On the other hand he doss not pay much attention to the new
formations created in the course of the further development of bsllad as
3 literary form, such as broadside ballads (ponyvaballadsk, Flu%hlatﬂiedﬂr)
and the various types of local ballads. He does not deal with abundant
section of 19th and Z0th century epic-lyric songs, his main concecn
ie the analysis of classical ballads connected to the Furopean ballad tra-
dition. His textural analyses are supplemented by the investigation of
cimilarities of tunes.

The book is completed by an ampls biblicgraphy and lists of subjecis
and conflicts in which the Author considered the achievements, classifica-
+ion and methods of Europsan reseacch on hallads. A1l things considered, in
the form of the present bogk of Lajos Vargyas international research gained
a handbook of vital importance.

ILDIKG KRIZA

Neéprajzi tanulmdnyock a Zempléni-hegyvidékral. A miskolel Hermen Ootto
Mizeum Mépraizi Kiadvanyai X. (Ethnographical Studies on the Zemplén Hills.
The Ethnographical Publicaticns of the Hsrman Ottd Mugeum of Miskolc, vol.
10.) Edited by Jézsef SZABADFALVI with the contribution of Gyula VIGA. Mis-
kolc 1981. 3&7 pp.

archaic folk traditions not only within Hunpgary but all over the Carpathian
Basin. This region situated on the borderline of two counties, Abadj and
7emplén can be divided into separate smaller paris such as Hegykiz, Hernad-
mente, the inner woodland, the wine-growing district of Toks)-Hegyalja and
This diversity of the geographical setting is also reflected in that of the
traditional ways of life and economic activities. The folklere of this
region wes accordingly enriched Dy the coexistence and cultural interac-
tion of different ethnic groups.The Walloon and Saxon{German} ssttlers
comtributed to the develepment of wine-growing in the Middle 4ges, while
the Lkrainian (Ruthenian) peasants immiprating to Hungary afier the 1ath
and 17th century made 2n effect on Hungarian agriculture as well as ma-
terial and intellectual culture. In the 1Bth century Slovakian woodsmen,
charcoal -burners and glass-makers were settled by landowners in the in-
tepior of the hills, and Swebian{German} peasants in a murber of destroyed
villages of the wine-district surrounding the hills.

The editor of the book, Jdzsef Szabadfalvi surveys the preliminary
research and reviews the most essential ethnographical publications and
those concerning 1ocal history. He also gives account of the systematic
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The Ie%. 1&n hills is one of the regions that has preserved the most
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